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A Scoutmaster’s Brief
Introduction to Special Needs

Greater Colorado Council Special Needs Committee
ScoutingColorado.org/SpecialNeeds

Contact:

Dori Hammer, Assistant Council Commissioner for Special Needs
720 878-4171 — AskSpecialNeeds@GoogleGroups.com




s.aFe

Source: GCC T554G

"Asthma inhaler" by NIAID is licensed under CC BY 2.0. "My Most Valuable Piece Of Jewelry" by
Lisa Zins is licensed under CC BY 2.0.



* Review health records (AHMRSs) as they arrive.
* Offer safekeeping for meds.

* Address special needs during new member
orientation.
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* Meeting with the family.
* Exploring the Know Your Scout outline.

* Getting advice.




Learning More about Special Needs

Start with ScoutingColorado.org/SpecialNeeds/Training

Scouting.org/resources/disabilities-awareness/ -- SYD Training Bundle

- Serving Scouts with Special Needs Presentation
- Guide to Working with Scouts with Disabilities

- Scouting for Youth with Disabilities

- Guide to Advancement

AbleScouts.org / Inclusion Toolkit
- Unit Leader’s Role Supporting Scouts with a Disability

More GCC resources



http://scoutingcolorado.org/SpecialNeeds/Training
http://Scouting.org/resources/disabilities-awareness/

Accommodate when
Necessary

Process Flow for Documenting a Disability

Parents & leader

describe disabilit
Medical Assessment Giattete Possible_ _ _ ST IVIT.[TET[FZY|
include BSA Health form BT - ducation Plan (IEP

Understanding the Scout’s strengths and limitations

Doctor’s certification mmmmm Disability documented




* |nclusiveness.
* Accomodations for advancement.
* Other accommodations.

* Engaging the troop.
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Be Special Needs Friendly



https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0//?ref=openverse%22%20/t%20%22_blank

* Build disabilities awareness into your program.
* Make the most of Scoutmaster’s minutes.

* Recruit youth with special needs.




Credits

This presentation builds extensively upon materials from BSA. Unless noted otherwise, images are from
www.Scouting.org & www.ScoutShop.org. Our edition of Know Your Scout contains the same text as supplied in BSA
training modules except for its reference to this presentation.The video for this presentation, along with the associated
narrative (with hyperlinks) and presentation slides, can be found on our Training Page:
ScoutingColorado.org/SpecialNeeds/Training.

* Images in this presentation from sources other than BSA or GCC are public domain or incorporated under
Creative Commons licenses. You will find the hyperlinks for their attibutions in the slide deck.

* Created and produced by Owen Newnan in the summer of 2023 for the Greater Colorado Council Special Needs
Committee.

*  Special thanks for photos contributed by Darlene Beals and Heather Thompson, and guidance about Know Your
Scout from Jim Blair and Steve Yexley.

* Contact us:
—~  Dori Hammer 720 878-4171
- AskSpecialNeeds@GoogleGroups.com



http://ScoutingColorado.org/SpecialNeeds/Training
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
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