
Summer Camp 
Leader’s Meeting

McNeil Scout Ranch at Peaceful Valley
February 19, 2025



Tonight’s Meeting

We will be going through the content regarding the Leader’s Guide. 

If you have questions, please type them into the chat. We will 
respond either in person in the meeting, or via chat. 

This meeting is being recorded. It will help with the quality if 
everyone uses the "mute" option in Zoom. Thanks!

At the end, we will take any additional questions you have. 



Meet The Team

• Jack Loats, Ranch Director
• Amy Bechtel, Program Director
• Kaitlyn Mearing & Meg Enright, Assistant Program Directors
• John Braselton, Camping Specialist
• JoLynne Conrad, Program Team Administrative Specialist 



Safety Moment – Campout Safety 
Checklist

• GENERAL INFORMATION
• Camping can be enjoyable in almost any area—from the backcountry to summer camp, as well as national high-adventure 

bases, to name a few. When you decide on a camping trip, you need to consider who, what, where, when, how, and why.

• Here are a few items to check off on your Campout Safety Checklist:

• Documentation Needed—This includes medical records, guidebooks, and permission slips. A Scout leader can ensure your 
safety as well as his or her own when you are both better informed of any limitations, hazards, or permissions.

• Training—General training, such as Youth Protection training, CPR/first aid, and Hazardous Weather, or specific training, such as 
Trek Safely or Wilderness First Aid, gives you the confidence to know what to do in the event of an emergency.

• Planning—Planning is important. Become familiar with your campsite location and do some research about the weather, 
licensing/permit requirements, and project or activity guidelines so you can be prepared.

• Equipment—Plan for vehicles involved or tools necessary for your camping experience. Also consider trailer requirements and 
first-aid or emergency kits.

• Emergency Planning—A prepared Scout is a confident Scout. Keep a cellphone handy as well as a list of local authorities (fire 
department, police, hospitals, etc.) in case an emergency occurs, such as inclement weather or a lost Scout. If you are in the 
backcountry, canyons, or a remote location, coverage may be one to two hours away. A GPS tracking/messaging device is 
helpful in these locations.

• Program—Know your program. There should be age-appropriate activities, safety equipment, proper supervision, and a 
discussion on potential hazards.



Facility Improvements & Updates

• Zip Line – The tower is completed, testing has been conducted, 
and inspections are planned for April! Looking Promising!

• New roads and trails.
• New camp museum courtesy of the PVAA.
• New campsites are underway, and progress is looking good!
• More Improvements to the Range!





Leader’s Guide

• ScoutingColorado.org/Dobbins



Guiding Principals of 
McNeil Scout Ranch

• Safety
• Mission
• Guest Service
• Excellence
• Ownership
• Integrity



Timeline: Page 4-5



Camperships: Page 8



x Medical Forms

• We use electronic medical forms (CampDoc). No paper copies 
will be accepted. 

• Using the information you provided in registration; we make an
account for every person coming to camp. A parent/guardian 
email is required for this account.
• Parents/Guardians/Adult Leaders get sent an email inviting them to 

complete the forms. They are required to complete them.
• The person planning summer camp can check progress in the system to

make sure the forms are being completed. 

• CampDoc will be available in March.



x  Medical Forms



x  Medical Forms



Pop Quiz #1

When will 
CampDoc open 
for the season?



Swim Classifications

• You have the option to complete the swim test prior to 
camp. This is recommended, if you can. 

• Instructions and requirements. 
• Conducted by: Aquatics Instructor, BSA; BSA Lifeguard; 

BSA Swimming and Water Rescue; or other lifeguard, 
swimming instructor etc.  

• The camp has the authority to re-test anyone. 



Communication Prior to Camp –
Page 10

• Text message alerts – MSR uses a system that adult leaders can 
opt-in to receiving text messages with important information. At 
camp, important information will be shared including emergency 
information. 

• To sign up, text the code below including the ‘@’ to 81010. 
• Week 1: @ DOBW1
• Week 2: @ DOBW2
• Week 3: @ DOBW3
• Week 4: @ DOBW4
• Week 5: @ DOBW5



Check-In Process – Page 11

• We use staggered arrival times to 
prevent long lines.

• We prefer you to arrive at your 
scheduled time. 

• You can find your campsite assignment on your 
registration.

• Only 1 vehicle may drive to the campsite at a time. 
Only a trailer may stay in the campsite. 
• Upon arrival to camp, load all your gear into one 

vehicle/trailer. 



Pop Quiz #2

How many vehicles 
may  stay in the 
campsite during 

the week?



Parent’s Page – Page 12

• Provide a copy of this page to your 
parent’s, especially new ones!

• Provides important contact information
and what to do in an emergency.

• Make sure you fill out the unit specific 
information. 



Camp Policies and Procedures –
Page 13



Camp Policies and Procedures –
Page 13



Policies and Procedures – Page 14



Policies and Procedures – Page 14



Ranch Rules – Page 15

1. All youth and adults must be registered members of Scouting 
America. All adults must have current Youth Protection training. 

2. Uniforms – Activity uniforms are always appropriate. Field uniforms
are requested at evening flags, dinner, and evening program. Closed 
toed shoes are required. 

3. We do not tolerate harassment, bullying, or inappropriate 
language at camp. 

4. Unit leaders are responsible for discipline within their unit. 
5. The camp has the right to remove any person from the property. 
6. Tobacco-Free – per state law. No tobacco products on camp. 
7. No fires or fireworks. 
8. No weapons or firearms. 



Ranch Rules – Page 16

9. Units may be charged fines for damage to the property. 
10. No Pets or animals, except service animals. No emotional
support animals.
11. Please respect wildlife on the property. 
12. Bikes are allowed, helmets must be worn and lights required at 
night. Do not ride on walking trails.
13. ALL YOUTH MUST FOLLOW THE BUDDY SYSTEM AT ALL 
TIMES. 



Pop Quiz #3

Can youth wear 
crocs all around 

camp?



Dining Hall and Food Service –
Page 17

• Meals are in the dining hall, served cafeteria style. 
• Kapers – for Breakfast and Dinner, each unit must send 1 Scout for

every 8 in the unit, with a minimum of two to help set up the meal 15 
minutes prior. 

• Lunch service is “come in the door and grab a plate”. No Kapers
needed. 

• Patrol cooking in the campsite is available weeks 1 and 3 only. Contact 
Jack Loats, Camp Director to discuss this option. 

• Our kitchen can accommodate most common special diets. This
includes gluten free, vegetarian, vegan, dairy free and specific 
omissions. Fill out the form 3 weeks before camp!
• We cannot accommodate Kosher or other complex diets. If this applies to you, 

you can bring food and store it in the kitchen. Contact us to discuss more. 



Youth Protection

• It is required that all adults who attend camp have current, 
unexpired Youth Protection training. 

• Adults will upload a copy of Youth Protection training certificate 
AND membership card to CampDoc. 

• We are all mandatory reporters – If you suspect child abuse or 
neglect at camp, notify the Camp Director immediately. They will 
guide you through the next steps of making a report. 



True or False?

Adults attending camp only 
need to provide a copy of 

their Youth Protection 
certificate, and nothing else?

(not including medical forms)



Medical Information – Page 20

• Safety is a top priority at McNeil Scout Ranch. 

• The ranch maintains a well-stocked health lodge to provide limited medical care while you 
are at camp. 

• The ranch also employs a team trained to respond to mental health issues while at camp.

• In an emergency, contact the nearest staff member. We can provide care and quicker 
communication with local EMS. 



YOUTH Medications – Page 21

• Meds for youth are dispensed by Health Staff, at the med 
lodge, during designated times. 

• Over-the-Counter (OTC)
• The camp provides a stock of OTC’s, for free. Just stop by! It is not

necessary to bring them to camp. 
• Prescriptions

• All medications must be kept and administered by the Health Team. 
• Must be in original container. (No pill organizers)
• Emergency medications (inhaler, epi pen) can be carried, with a 

completed Contract to Carry form. 
• No medical marijuana or herbal supplements.



ADULT Medications

• Over-the-Counter (OTC’s) are available at the health lodge, free of 
charge. 

• You can hold on to your medications.
• All medications must be secure. Locked in a vehicle, lockbox 

etc. They cannot be accessible to youth. 
• You may NOT dispense any medications, including OTC’s, to 

any youth. 



Emergency Procedures – Page 22

• 5 Actions you need to know. 
• HOLD! – Stay where you are at.
• SECURE! – Situation off camp, nobody in or out. 

Business as usual. 
• LOCKDOWN! – Situation on camp, Locks, Lights,

Out of Sight!
• EVACUATE! – Evacuating the area, assembling in 

one safe location. Does not mean we are 
evacuating the ranch. 

• SHELTER! – For a hazard, using a safety strategy.

• There will be a drill and explanation, Sunday. 



Pro Tips! Page 23

• Cell Service – AT&T is great, others are have limited data. 
• Wifi – Limited wifi available for adults – DO NOT COUNT ON OUR 

WIFI FOR WORK. 
• Arriving Together – Consider stopping in Elizabeth or Falcon to 

gather vehicles to arrive about the same time. 
• Troop Mailboxes – Each unit will have a mailbox in HQ. Please 

check regularly for notes from staff. 
• Lost and Found – One lost and found is maintained at HQ. 
• Charging Availability – Outlets are available in various common 

spaces. Consider battery packs to help keep a charge. 



Trading Post

• The camp maintains a well-stocked 
trading post with souvenirs and 
concession items. 
• Camp branded items
• Scouting Colorado branded items
• Camp necessities
• Concessions

• We suggest each Scout brings $100 for
these items.

• We accept cash, credit, and contactless 
payments (apple pay). 

• What items would you like to see in the 
store?



Family Night 

• On Friday night, families are 
encouraged to come to camp for 
dinner and campfire. 

• Tickets are $10 each and can be 
purchased online ahead of time. 

• No overnight stays.
• No animals. 



Helpful Documents – Page 25

• Please review the helpful 
documents page for more 
information and to make 
your camp stay more 
organized. 



Whitewater Rafting

• Take your unit rafting on the 
Wednesday free day at camp!

• $90* (includes tip!)
• Retail is $95 + tip

• You must provide your own 
transportation to and from. 

*Price is still being negotiated with the vendor.



Know anyone looking for a 
summer job?





Coming Soon!

• Program Guide
• Coming by the end of the month
• Includes our merit badge

offerings

• Next Leader’s Meeting 
• March 19th at 7pm



BIG ANNOUNCEMENT…



BIG ANNOUNCEMENT…

x



Contact Us! Questions?

www.ScoutingColorado.org/Dobbins

General McNeilScoutRanch@Scouting.org
Health Team MSRHealth@Scouting.org

Camp Director Jack.Loats@Scouting.org
Program Team MSRDobbinsProgram@Scouting.org
Camping Specialist John.Braselton@Scouting.org

Registration JoLynne.Conrad@Scouting.org 
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